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REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH 

2011 

Group Five 

Part Two  

Reading Comprehension 
 
Directions: Read the text below. Then read the questions that follow it and choose the best 
answer to each question – A, B, C or D. Use the ANSWER SHEET. 

I may briefly remark that the present Lord Marshmoreton is a widower of some forty-eight 
years; that he has two children – a son, Percy Marsh, Lord Belpher, who is on the brink of his 
twenty-first birthday, and a daughter, Lady Patricia Maud Marsh, who is just twenty; that the 
mistress of the castle is Lady Caroline Byng, Lord Marshmoreton's sister, who married the 
very wealthy colliery owner, Clifford Byng, a few years before his death (which unkind 
people say she hastened). On the glorious past of the Marshmoretons I will not even touch. 

Luckily, the loss to literature is not irreparable. Lord Marshmoreton himself is engaged upon 
a history of the family, which will doubtless be on every bookshelf as soon as his lordship 
gets it finished. And, as for the castle and its surroundings, including the model dairy and the 
amber drawing-room, you may see them for yourself any Thursday, when Belpher is thrown 
open to the public on payment of a fee of one shilling a head. The money is collected by 
Keggs the butler, and goes to a worthy local charity. But the voice of slander is never silent, 
and there exists a school of thought, headed by Albert, the page-boy, which holds that Keggs 
sticks to these shillings like glue, and adds them to his already considerable savings in the 
Farmers' Bank. With regard to this, one can only say that Keggs looks far too much like a 
particularly saintly bishop to indulge in any such practices. On the other hand, Albert knows 
Keggs.  

Of course, appearances are deceptive. Anyone, for instance, who had been standing outside 
the front entrance of the castle at eleven o'clock on a certain June morning might easily have 
made a mistake. Such a person would probably have jumped to the conclusion that the 
middle-aged lady of a determined cast of countenance who was standing near the rose-garden, 
talking to the gardener and watching the young couple strolling on the terrace below, was the 
mother of the pretty girl, and that she was smiling because the latter had recently become 
engaged to a tall, pleasant-faced youth.  

Sherlock Holmes himself might have been misled. One can hear him explaining the thing to 
Watson in one of those lightning flashes of inductive reasoning of his. "It is the only 
explanation, my dear Watson. If the lady were merely complimenting the gardener on his 
rose-garden, and if her smile were merely caused by the excellent appearance of that rose-
garden, there would be an answering smile on the face of the gardener. But, alas." 

As a matter of fact, the gardener, the stocky, brown-faced man in shirt sleeves and corduroy 
trousers who was frowning into a can of whale-oil solution, was the Earl of Marshmoreton, 
and there were two reasons for his gloom. He hated to be interrupted while working, and, 
furthermore, Lady Byng always got on his nerves, and never more so than when, as now, she 



 2

speculated on the possibility of a romance between her step-son Reggie and his lordship's 
daughter Maud. 

Only his intimates would have recognized in this curious figure the seventh Earl of 
Marshmoreton. The Lord Marshmoreton who made intermittent appearances in London, who 
lunched among bishops at the Athenaeum Club without exciting remark, was a correctly 
dressed gentleman whom no one would have suspected of covering his sturdy legs in anything 
but the finest cloth. But if you will glance at your copy of Who's Who, you will find in the 
space allotted to the Earl the words "Hobby – Gardening".  

Lord Marshmoreton lived for his garden. The love which other men expend on their dearest 
Lord Marshmoreton lavished on seeds, roses and bountiful soil. The hatred which some of his 
order feel for Socialists and Demagogues, Lord Marshmoreton kept for rose-beetles and the 
small, yellowish-white insect which is so depraved and sinister a character that it goes through 
life with an alias – being sometimes called a rose-hopper and sometimes other nasty bugs. A 
simple soul, Lord Marshmoreton – mild and pleasant. Yet put him among the nasty sucking 
bugs, and he became a dealer-out of death and slaughter, a destroyer in the class of Attila the 
Hun and Genghis Khan His views on these things were so rigid that he would have poured 
whale-oil solution on his grandmother if he had found her on the underside of one of his rose 
leaves sucking its juice. 

 

 

1. Lady Byng 

A) married at a rather mature age. 
B) was never accused of killing her husband.  
C) had a short-lived marriage.  
D) was the chief maid in the castle.  

 

2. The narrator assesses his own refusal to tell the history of Lord Marshmoreton’s 
family as  

A) detrimental to world literature and historiography.  
B) of no significant consequences for humankind.  
C) not that easy to compensate for by amateurs. 
D) likely to be made up for by Lord Marshmoreton.  

 

3. As an average castle, Lord Marshmoreton’s mansion  

A) has been turned into a popular museum. 
B) is open for public visits under certain conditions.  
C) has become a modern dairy production site.  
D) is equipped with all modern facilities and amenities.  

 

4. Keggs, the butler 

A) has most probably been pocketing part of the admission fee. 
B) serves on Sundays as the bishop in the village church.  
C) uses glue to steal some of the shillings paid by visitors.  
D) has set up a local charity with an account in the Farmer’s bank.    
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5. The young couple strolling on the terrace on that June morning 

A) are engaged and to be married soon. 
B) are visitors gone astray on a public tour of the castle.  
C) are members of Lord Marshmoreton’s family. 
D) were observed by the mother of the boy.   

 

6. The appearance of Sherlock Holmes in the passage 

A) suggests that this is going to be a crime story.  
B) illustrates the proper way of perceiving the situation. 
C) is used for comic and ironic effect.  
D) creates an atmosphere of suspense and anxiety.  

 

7. Lord Marshmoreton is 

A) a professional gardener with a busy schedule. 
B) exceptionally fond of his sister.  
C) not pleased with his daughter’s love life. 
D) irritable when he is not left to work.    

 

8. The dressing habits of Lord Marshmoreton 

A) were chosen to hide his sturdy legs. 
B) generally conformed to the expectations of high society. 
C) made him look ridiculous to his relatives.  
D) revealed his mild and modest nature.  

 

9. What is most likely to bring a tremendous change in Lord Marshmoreton’s 
behaviour? 

A) Any creature sucking the juice of his roses.  
B) His grandmother’s abuse of his roses.  
C) His niece’s aimless strolling. 
D) Keggs’ suspect disloyal behaviour.  

 

10. Attila the Hun and Genghis Khan are mentioned in order to 

A) illustrate the power and aggression of Lord Marshmoreton. 
B) reveal Lord Marshmoreton’s leadership qualities. 
C) mock Lord Marshmoreton’s hatred for the nasty sucking bugs. 
D) indicate Lord Marshmoreton’s readiness to kill his grandmother.  

 
 



 4

Part Three 

Use of English 
 
Section One: Cloze Test 

Directions: Read the text below and for each numbered gap 1-20 circle the letter (A, B, C or 
D) of the word or phrase that best suits each space. Use the ANSWER SHEET. 

 
CONSUMER CULTURE 

In 1955, after a decade of recovery from the devastation of war, Japanese began to think less 
about survival and more about American-style  1. A. riches  B. affluence  C. affordance         
D. wealth . As a play on the Three Sacred Treasures – the mirror, sword, and jewel – that had 
been  2. A. handed down  B. handed over  C. handed up  D. handed in  as tokens of imperial 
rule since ancient times, the local media described a new set of Three Sacred Treasures for 
Japan's  3. A. developing  B. progressing  C. advancing  D. flowering  consumer society: the 
washing machine, the refrigerator, and the television set.  But though the government issued 
an economic white paper the following year  4. A. proclaiming  B. acclaiming  C. claiming   
D. pronouncing  the end of the postwar period, with its economic hardships and social chaos, 
ordinary Japanese were still far from ready to buy these treasures and join their American     
5. A. doubles  B. equals  C. twins  D. counterparts  in consumer paradise. In the early 1950s a 
young salaryman  6. A. newly  B. novel  C. fresh  D. only  out of college was getting an 
average monthly paycheck of 10,000 yen, while a ninety-five-liter refrigerator cost 85,000 
yen and a fourteen-inch black-and-white television, 140,000 yen.  

Meanwhile, back home, Mom washed the clothes with a scrub-board and basin, listened to her  
7. A. favorable  B. favorite  C. favored  D. favoring  soap opera on the radio, and if she 
needed to cool the occasional watermelon, bought a block of ice for her wooden ice box. The 
chilling and freezing of vegetables and other  8. A. perishables B. provisions C. foodstuffs         
D. edibles was still an idea whose time had not yet come.  

The kids – Japan's Baby Boomers – spent much of their free time  9. A. outside  B. in open  
C. outdoors D. outdoor , amusing themselves in ways that had not changed in generations. 
Scratch a middle-aged salaryman today and you will often find an expert marble shooter, top 
spinner, or flipper of the colored trading cards called menko, which 10. A. displayed                 
B. contained  C. drew  D. featured  pictures of popular fictional heroes and villains. The lost 
skill required the hurling of one's own menko at the right velocity and angle to flip over a 
friend's lying on the ground. The successful flipper then got to keep the flipped card and, if he  
11. A. hung onto  B. hung up  C. hung out  D. hung for  his collection over the years, is today 
materially wealthier from the nostalgia boom that has propelled the prices of the rarer cards 
into the stratosphere.  

In the mid-fifties, however, Japanese wanted more than the simple, traditional pleasures they 
now  12. A. look down on  B. look back on  C. look back at  D. look out on  so fondly. After 
a decade of watching Hollywood movies, they yearned for the fabulously rich lifestyles they 
saw on the screen. Big houses! Big cars! Big fridges! The American dream!  
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Gradually, as incomes rose in Japan's postwar economic boom, doubling from 1950 to 1958, 
they began to grasp bits and pieces of that dream. The washing machine was among the first. 
13. A. Launching  B. Premiering  C. Debuting   D. Initiating  in 1946, the early models were 
noisy monsters whose vibrations made the entire house shake, but makers continued to refine 
the technology and lower the prices. In 1953 Sanyo launched a machine that used a rotary 
stream of water to wash clothes quickly and thoroughly. The price of 28,500 yen was right 
and sales were explosive. By the end of the decade, forty percent of all Japanese households 
had installed washing machines and retired the scrub board.  

The refrigerator took longer to gain 14. A. spreading  B. acceptance  C. fame  D. distribution : 
by 1958, only 3.2 percent of all households had one. In addition to being overpriced, Japanese 
fridges could store little more than the night's beer supply and a few ice cubes. Also, though 
every housewife could understand the advantage of a machine that washed and wrung out the 
clothes, fewer could see the  15. A. point as  B. point to  C. point in  D. point of  an electric 
box that chilled food. Housewives usually bought the  16. A. ingredients  B. materials          
C. admixtures  D. parts  for the day's dinner from the local butcher, fishmonger, or 
greengrocer the same afternoon. Long onions, white radishes, and other vegetables were often 
stored outside. Frozen foods for the home were unheard of.  

By the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, however, as prices came down and 17. A. opinions  B. feelings  
C. attitudes  D. viewpoints  to it changed, the refrigerator had become part of the middle-class 
lifestyle, with nearly half of all homes owning one. But for much of the decade, people used 
fridges mainly as glorified picnic coolers during the hot months and unplugged them in the 
winter. It was not until the 1970s and the debut of models with separate freezer  18. A. spaces  
B. compartments  C. rooms  D. spots  that consumers began to use them all year round. 
Frozen foods became consumer staples as more young housewives came to  19. A. assess      
B. evaluate  C. approve  D. appreciate  their convenience and live separately from their more 
traditionally minded in-laws, for whom real cooking meant fresh ingredients, not frozen 
Chinese eggrolls.  

The third treasure, television, was the most prized by young and old alike. The first person in 
the neighborhood to buy a set, usually on installments with years to pay, found his house 
nightly inundated by neighbors eager for a chance to stare at the bright, 20. A. flickering      
B. glimmering  C. sparkling  D. gleaming  screen. Among a people starving for entertainment 
after years of privation, the tube quickly became a national addiction.  
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Section Two: Error Identification  

Directions: Some of the sentences below contain an error in grammar or usage. Others are 
correct. The error, if any, is contained in one of the underlined parts of the sentence. For each 
sentence, circle the letter (A, B or C) of the underlined part that contains the mistake. If there 
is no error in the sentence, mark answer D. Use the ANSWER SHEET. 

 
1. Being an Italian is a full time job; we never forget who we are and we have fun  
          A                 B 

to confuse anyone who is looking on.   No error  
        C              D      

 
2. The Internet generation is using to a much more active way of engaging their  

                      A                         B  

environment, a much more active way of utilising the information landscape.  
        C    
No error 

      D 
 

3. The knowledge of languages is one of the basic skills each citizen needs in order  
A          

      to take part effectively in the European knowledge society and therefore facilitates  
    B               C 
      both integration into society and social cohesion.   No error 
                      D 
 
4. Remarkably few people have made contribution to world literature in more than  

         A            B 
      one language throughout the almost two millennia of human civilization.   No error  
                                                           C                                                     D 
 
5.  They still say that if he went into the greengrocery business when he left school                                     

       A 
back then, he would be comfortably off now.   No error  

       B      C                                                 D 
 
6. If you have a pet, especially a dog, it might follow directions and respond to hand and  

A                              B 
body movements more than your words.    No error       
                                               C                        D                                                                         
 

7. We shake our fists to show anger, clap like a sign of approval, rаise a hand to gain  
         A                                    B 

attention and rub our stomach to indicate hunger.   No error  
              C                                                  D 
 

8. Never before in human history has so much dazzling technology made possible to  
         A                B 
communicate so quickly and so clearly with so many.   No error  

                  C                                                                D 
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9. The majority of lottery winners change their lives only a little, and continue on their  

         A                                                                                B 
settled routines happy ever after.  No error  

                                            C                         D   
 

10. Modern Iranians celebrate New Year for 13 days, the first few of which are spent  
   A 

visiting elder relatives and friends where gifts are exchanged and sweets consumed. 
     B    C 

     No error  
        D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section Three: Error Correction 
 
Directions: In the text below, some of the lines contain an error in grammar or usage. Other 
lines are correct. For each line, find and underline the part that contains the error, if any, 
and, then in the dotted space, write the correct form of the underlined part. If there is no 
error, mark X in the space. No line contains more than one error. Mark your answers on the 
ANSWER SHEET. 
 
Example: 
 
0.  Manuel had not paid much attention to the fish  ………… X …… ……… 
00. as he was preoccupied. He had just gone to look at a flat …………been………..… 

1.  and was now considering how he could afford the rent. ………………………… 

2.  An accommodation was hard to find in the city and such  ………………………… 

3.  a place didn't come up that often. The apartment he and  ………………………… 

4.  and his wife were currently living in was too small that ………………………… 

5.  their six-years-old son had to live with his wife's parents ………………………… 

6.  during the week. They had tried to move for two years  ………………………… 

7.  now. Far along the quay two figures were approaching ………………………… 

8.  They looked to be in the early thirties and were  ………………………… 

9.  obvious tourists. Tourists were uncommon in the city.  

10. It was rarely to see them in this district 

………………………… 

………………………… 
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Section Four: Paraphrase 

Directions: Transform the sentences in bold type following the instructions and choosing one 
(in sentences 1-5) or two (in sentences 6-10) of the suggested structures – A, B, C or D. Mark 
your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. 
 
1. Because of rising operating costs in recent years, managers of large corporations 
are increasingly finding it necessary to reduce benefits paid to employees.  
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “Because of rising operating costs in recent 
years … ”, and choose an end among: 
 

A) it is found necessarily by managers of large corporations  to reduce benefits 
paid to employees.  
B) to reduce benefits paid to employees is considered necessary by managers of 
large corporations. 
C) it is being found necessary by managers of large corporations  to reduce 
benefits paid to employees.  
D) to reduce benefits paid to employees has been considering necessary by 
managers of large corporations.   

 
2. The mistakes in the books of the company were not noticed until the external 
auditors submitted their statement of compliance. 
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “The mistakes in the books of the company were 
not noticed …” and choose an end among: 
 

A) before the submission of the external auditors’ statement of compliance. 
B) until the external auditors statement of compliance’s submission.  
C) before submitting the external auditors’ statement of compliance. 
D) until the external auditors statement of compliance submitting.  

 
3. It is very difficult to fully appreciate certain literary masterpieces until one has 
read them a good few times. 
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “Certain literary masterpieces” and choose an 
end among: 
 

A) can only be fully appreciated after reading many times. 
B) only will be fully appreciated after one reads them many times.  
C) will be only fully appreciated after one has read them many times.  
D) can be fully appreciated only after one has read them many times. 

 
4. Although the old castle has been completely refurbished, care has been taken to 
preserve as much of the original ambience as possible. 
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “Although the old castle has been completely 
refurbished” and choose an end among: 
 

A) little of the original ambience has been preserved. 
B) little has been changed in the original ambience.  
C) the original ambience has been preserved in its entirety.  
D) not little of the original ambience has been changed.  
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5. The inhabitants of this ancient dwelling place are thought to have left their 
shelter because they had difficulty growing food.  
 
Transform the sentence, choosing among: 
 

A) It has been thought that the inhabitants of this ancient dwelling place left 
their shelter due to food shortage. 
B) It is thought that the difficulty of growing food has pushed the inhabitants of 
this ancient dwelling place out of their shelter.  
C) It has been thought that poor food supplies had caused the leaving of the 
inhabitants of this ancient dwelling place.  
D) The inhabitants of this ancient dwelling place used to grow food with 
difficulty.  

 

6. With less than a minute of the basketball match to go, the team’s star managed 
yet again to score and lead the team to victory.  
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “The team’s star managed to score and lead the 
team to victory” and choose an end among: 
 

A) in the last couple of minutes of the basketball match.  
B) within a minute.  
C) in the span of less than 60 seconds.  
D) in the latest nick of time.  

 

7. Although Ron’s horse had been in the lead for most of the race, as they reached 
the final bend, Ron pressed it too hard and Meacham overtook him. 
 
Transform the sentence, starting with “Meacham wouldn’t have overtaken Ron” 
and choose an end among: 
  

A) unless Ron’s horse hadn’t been so pressed.  
B) if Ron hadn’t pressed his horse so hard.  
C) but for Ron’s pressing his horse too hard.  
D) as long as Ron did not press his horse too hard.   
 

8. The chairman of the meeting seemed to regard questions from the audience as 
some kind of challenge to his authority. 
 
Transform the sentence starting with “It seemed” and choose an end among: 
 

A) the chairman regarded questions from the audience as challenging.  
B) the chairman considered questions from the audience a provocation to his 
authority.  
C) that the chairman perceived questions from the audience as defiance of his 
authority. 
D) that the chairman took questions from the audience for provocative. 
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9. If you insist on my opinion as to which of the two books should be published, I’m 
afraid I don’t have any strong views either way. 
 
Transform the sentence, choosing among: 
 

A) I don’t favour any of the two books offered for publishing.  
B) I am of two minds as to which of the two books should be published.  
C) I am not strong in opinion as to which of the books should be published.   
D) I don’t have preferences as to which of the two books will be published.  

 

10. Even though many species of animals communicate, human verbal communication is 
by far the most complex communicative system. 
 
Transform the sentence, choosing among: 
 

A) While people are not the only animals who communicate, our system of 
communication is the most complex one. 
B) Other animals besides humans communicate, but their systems of communication 
are less complex. 
C) Even if human communication is the most complex verbal one, many animals 
communicate.  
D) Despite animals’ communication, human verbal communication is the most 
complex one.  

 
 
  
 
PART FOUR 

Writing 
 
Directions: Write an essay (270-300 words) on ONE of the following topics. Comment 
drawing upon your own experience, observations or reading. Use your ANSWER SHEET. 
 
 

1. Differences of habit and language are nothing at all if our aims are identical and our 
hearts are open. J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  

2. They who dream by day are cognizant of many things which escape those who dream 
only by night. Edgar Allan Poe, Eleonora 
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Part Two  
Reading Comprehension 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

Part Three 
Use of English 

Section One: Cloze Test 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 
 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

11. A    B    C    D 

12. A    B    C    D 

13. A    B    C    D 

14. A    B    C    D 

15. A    B    C    D 

16. A    B    C    D 

17. A    B    C    D 

18. A    B    C    D 

19. A    B    C    D 

20. A    B    C    D 

 

Section Two: Error Identification 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

 

 

Section Three: Error Correction 

1.  and was now considering how he could afford the rent. ………………………… 
2.  An accommodation was hard to find in the city and such  ………………………… 
3.  a place didn't come up that often. The apartment he and  ………………………… 
4.  and his wife were currently living in was too small that ………………………… 
5.  their six-years-old son had to live with his wife's parents ………………………… 
6.  during the week. They had tried to move for two years  ………………………… 
7.  now. Far along the quay two figures were approaching ………………………… 
8.  They looked to be in the early thirties and were  ………………………… 
9.  obvious tourists. Tourists were uncommon in the city.  
10. It was rarely to see them in this district.  

………………………… 
………………………… 
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Section Four: Paraphrase 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

 
Part Four 

Writing  

Topic 1  /  Topic 2  (Please underline as appropriate to indicate your choice.) 
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