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МИНИСТЕРСТВО НА ОБРАЗОВАНИЕТО, МЛАДЕЖТА И НАУКАТА 
 

REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH 

2011 

Group Three 

Part Two  

READING COMPREHENSION 
 Section One: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

Directions: Read the text below. Then read the questions that follow it and choose the best 
answer to each question – A, B or C. Mark your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 

Raw Material 
I have long had in mind a novel in which a card-sharper1 was the principal character; and, 

going up and down the world, I have kept my eyes open for members of this profession. Because 
the idea is prevalent that it is a slightly dishonourable one, the persons who follow it do not 
openly acknowledge the fact. They have a weakness for passing themselves off for commercial 
agents or landed proprietors. This snobbish attitude makes them the most difficult class in the 
world for the novelist to study. It has been my good fortune to meet a number of these gentlemen, 
and though I have found them quite charming, I have no sooner hinted, however discreetly, at my 
curiosity (after all purely professional) in the technique of their occupation than they have grown 
shy and uncommunicative. I am not easily discouraged, and learning by experience that I could 
hope for no good results from a direct method, I have adopted the oblique. I have been childlike 
with them and bland. I have found that they gave me their attention and even their sympathy. 
Though they confessed honestly that they had never read a word I had written they were 
interested by the fact that I was a writer.  

It may be imagined with what enthusiasm I made the acquaintance a little while ago of two 
gentlemen who seemed likely to add appreciably to my small store of information. I was 
travelling from Haiphong on a French liner going East, and they joined the ship at Hong–Kong. 
They had gone there for the races and were now on their way back to Shanghai. I was going there 
too, and from there to Peking. I soon learned that they had come from New York for a trip, were 
bound for Peking also, and by a happy coincidence meant to return to America in the ship in 
which I had myself booked a passage. I was naturally attracted to them, for they were pleasant 
fellows, but it was not till a fellow-passenger warned me that they were professional gamblers 
that I settled down to complete enjoyment of their acquaintance. I had no hope that they would 
ever discuss with frankness their interesting occupation, but I expected from a hint here, from a 
casual remark there, to learn some very useful things. One – Campbell was his name – was a man 
in his late thirties, small, but so well built as not to look short, slender, with large, melancholy 
eyes and beautiful hands. But for a premature baldness he would have been more than commonly 
good-looking. He was neatly dressed. The other was made on another pattern. He was a big, 

                                                 
1 card-sharper – someone who cheats at card games 
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burly man with a red face and black hair, of powerful appearance, strong in the arm and inclined 
to quarrel and fight. His name was Peterson. 

The merits of the combination were obvious. The elegant, exquisite Campbell had the 
subtle brain, the knowledge of character, and the deft hands; but the hazards of the card–sharper’s 
life are many, and when it came to a fight, Peterson’s ready fist must often have proved 
invaluable. But during the short voyage from Hong–Kong to Shanghai they never even suggested 
a game of cards. Perhaps they had done well during the race-week and felt entitled to a holiday. 
They were certainly enjoying the advantages of not living for the time in a dry country and I do 
not think I do them an injustice if I say that for the most part they were far from sober. Each one 
talked little of himself but willingly of the other. Campbell informed me that Peterson was one of 
the most distinguished mining engineers in New York and Peterson assured me that Campbell 
was an eminent banker. He said that his wealth was fabulous. And who was I not to accept all 
that was told me? But I thought it negligent of Campbell not to wear jewellery of a more 
expensive character. 

I stayed but a day in Shanghai, and though I met the pair again in Peking I was then so 
much engaged that I saw little of them. I thought it a little odd that Campbell should spend his 
entire time in the hotel. I do not think he even went to see the Temple of Heaven. But I could 
quite understand that from his point of view Peking was unsatisfactory and I was not surprised 
when the pair returned to Shanghai, where, I knew, the wealthy merchants played for big money. 
I met them again in the ship that was to take us across the Pacific and I could not but sympathize 
with my friends when I saw that the passengers were little inclined to gamble. There were no rich 
people among them. But Campbell evidently loved the game for itself. Of course it is only if you 
have a passion for the business by which you earn your living that you can make a success of it. 
The stakes were nothing to him and he played all day and every day. It fascinated me to see the 
way in which he dealt the cards with his delicate hands. He drank heavily, but remained quiet and 
self-controlled. I judged him to be a perfect card-player and I wished that I could see him at 
work. I parted with the pair at Victoria and concluded that I should never see them again. I set 
about sorting my impressions and made notes of the various points that I thought would prove 
useful. 

When I arrived in New York I found an invitation to luncheon at the Ritz with an old friend 
of mine. When I went, she said to me: 

‘It’s quite a small party. A man is coming whom I think you’ll like. He’s a prominent 
banker; he’s bringing a friend with him.’ 

The words were hardly out of her mouth when I saw coming up to us Campbell and 
Peterson. The truth flashed across me: Campbell really was an opulent banker; Peterson really 
was a distinguished engineer; they were not card-sharpers at all. I flatter myself I kept my face, 
but as I blandly shook hands with them I muttered under my breath furiously: 

‘Cheats!’ 
 
 
 

1. Which of the statements below is true? 
A. Card-sharpers are willing to talk about their job. 
B. Card-sharpers are easy to study because their profession is a noble one. 
C. Card-sharpers pretend to have other occupations.  
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2. The writer gathered information about the card-sharpers’ profession by: 
A. asking straightforward questions. 
B. faking naïve curiosity. 
C. openly showing his interest. 

 
3. What is the final destination of the writer? 

A. New York. 
B. Shanghai. 
C. Peking.  

 
4. What did Campbell look like? 

A. A slim, elegant man with no hair. 
B. A short, strong man with small eyes. 
C. A big, sturdy man with dark hair. 

 
5. Why were Campbell and Peterson good partners? 

A. Campbell loved to argue with people and Peterson loved to play cards. 
B. Campbell was a skilful card player and Peterson was a good fighter. 
C. Campbell was very strong and Peterson was very clever. 

 
6. While on the ship, Campbell and Peterson 

A. played cards all the time. 
B. discussed the other passengers’ jobs. 
C. drank a lot of alcohol. 

 
7. In Peking Campbell 

A. played cards with rich merchants. 
B. did not go out of his hotel room.  
C. went sightseeing around the city. 

 
8. How did Campbell play cards? 

A. He played enthusiastically only for big money. 
B. He played cards simply to earn his living. 
C. He adored the game and played it passionately.  

 
9. After returning from his journey the writer 

A. invited an old friend of his for luncheon at the Ritz. 
B. wrote down the information he had gathered about gambling. 
C. arranged his notes and showed them to his friends at a party.  

 
10. From the text we can draw the conclusion that in the end: 

A. the writer thought he had been mistaken and the two men were respectable gentlemen. 
B. the writer thought that the two men were downright swindlers. 
C. the writer did not know what to think about the two men.  
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 Section Two: JUMBLED PARAGRAPHS 

Directions: Read the text below. Five paragraphs have been removed from the text. Choose from 
paragraphs A-F the one which fits each gap. There is one extra paragraph which you do not 
need to use. Write your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 

Dr Iannis peered into the old man’s ear. With his long matchstick he pressed aside the 
undergrowth of stiff grey hairs. There was something spherical within. He scraped its surface to 
remove the hard brown coating of wax, and saw a pea. It was undoubtedly a pea; it was light 
green, its surface was slightly wrinkled, and there could not be any doubt in the matter. 

‘Have you ever stuck anything down your ear?’ he demanded. 
‘Only my finger,’ replied Stamatis. 
‘And how long have you been deaf in this ear?’ 
‘Since as long as I can remember.’ 

 
 
 

‘He was a devil.’ 
‘Be quiet, woman, you didn’t even know me in those days.’ 
‘I have your mother’s word, God rest her soul,’ replied the old woman, pursing her lips and 

folding her arms, ‘and I have the word of your sisters.’ Dr Iannis considered the problem. It was 
undoubtedly a hardened pea, and it was too tightly packed to take it out. ‘Do you have a 
fishhook? And do you have a light hammer?’ 

The couple looked at each other with the single thought that their doctor must have lost his 
mind. ‘What does this have to do with my earache?’ asked Stamatis suspiciously. 

 
 
 

He spoke the French words in a Parisian accent, even though his irony was apparent only to 
himself. 

A hook and a hammer were duly fetched, and the doctor carefully straightened the hook on 
the stone flags of the floor. He then summoned the old man and told him to lay his head on the 
sill in the light. Stamatis lay there rolling his eyes, and the old lady put her hands over her face, 
watching through her fingers. ‘Hurry up, Doctor,’ exclaimed Stamatis, ‘this sill is hotter than 
hell.’ 

 
 
 

This scream gave the doctor pause; he reflected that if the pea was very hard, there was a 
good chance that the barb would not penetrate, but would drive the pea deeper into the ear. Its 
drum might even be broken. He straightened up and twirled his white moustache reflectively with 
one forefinger. ‘Change of plan,’ he announced. ‘I have decided upon further thought that it 
would be better to fill his ear up with water and soften the occlusion. Kyria, you must keep this 
ear filled with warm water until I return this evening. Do not allow the patient to move, keep him 
lying on his side while his ear is full. Is that understood?’ 

 
 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
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The old woman nodded with every semblance of having understood, which she had not, but 
with an expression of wonder in her eyes. Stamatis tapped his hand to the side of his heard and 
exclaimed, ‘It’s cold in there. My God, it’s loud. I mean everything is loud. My own voice is 
loud.’ 

‘Your deafness is cured,’ announced Dr Iannis. ‘A very satisfactory operation, I think.’ 
 
 
 

‘Well, is it empty, or is it full? ’ demanded the old lady. ‘Talk some sense when the doctor 
has been kind enough to cure you.’ 

She took Iannis’ hand in both of her own and kissed it, and shortly afterwards he found 
himself walking home with a fat chicken under each arm, a shiny dark aubergine stuffed into 
each pocket of his jacket, and an ancient pea wrapped up in his handkerchief, to be added to his 
private medical museum. 

 
 

A He was aware that old man Stamatis had been deaf in that ear since childhood, and that it had 
been a constant source of pain, but was nonetheless surprised when, deep in the ear, the tip of 
his matchstick seemed to encounter something hard and unyielding; something, that is to say, 
which had no physiological or anatomical excuse for its presence.  

 
B ‘I’ve had an operation,’ said Stamatis pleased. ‘I’m the only person I know who’s had an 

operation. And now I can hear. It’s a miracle, that’s what it is. My head feels empty, it feels 
hollow, it feels as though my whole head has filled up with spring water, all cold and clear.’ 

 
C ‘You have an auditory impediment,’ replied the doctor, ever conscious of the necessity for 

maintaining a certain mystique, and fully aware that ‘a pea in the ear’ was unlikely to earn him 
any glory. ‘I can remove it with a fishhook and a small hammer, it’s the ideal way of 
overcoming un embarras de petit pois.’ 

 
D The doctor carefully inserted the straightened hook into the ear and raised the hammer, only to 

be stopped by a hoarse shriek very much like that of a raven. Perplexed and horrified, the old 
wife was wringing her hands and crying, ‘O, o, o, you are going to drive a fishhook into his 
brain. Christ have mercy, all the saints and Mary protect us.’ 

 
E Dr Iannis found an absurd picture rising up before his imagination. It was Stamatis as a 

toddler, with the same face, the same overmeasure of hair in the air, reaching up to the kitchen 
table and taking a dried pea from a wooden bowl. He stuck it into his mouth, found it too hard 
to bite, and crammed it into his ear. The doctor chuckled, ‘You must have been a very 
annoying little boy.’ 

 
F Dr Iannis returned at six o’clock and hooked the softened pea successfully without the aid of a 

hammer. He worked it out skillfully enough, and presented it to the couple for their inspection. 
Covered with thick dark wax, it was not recognisable to either of them. 
‘It’s very papilionaceous, is it not?’ enquired the doctor. 

5.  
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Part Three 
USE OF ENGLISH 
 
Section One: CLOZE TEST – The text 

Directions: Read the text below and for each of the gaps 1-15 choose the letter (A, B, or C) of 
the word or phrase that best suits the space. Mark your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 

The Adventure of the Three Students 

It was in the year '95 that 1. A. an incidence   B. a combination   C. a junction  of events, 
into which I need not enter, 2. A. caused   B. made   C. brought  Mr. Sherlock Holmes and 
myself to spend some weeks in one of our great University towns, and it was during this time that 
the small but instructive adventure which I am about to 3. A. account   B. say   C. relate  befell 
us. It will be obvious that any details which would help the reader to exactly identify the college 
or the criminal would be injudicious and offensive. So painful a scandal may well be allowed to 
4. A. die off   B. die out   C. die up . With due discretion the incident itself may, however, be 
described, since it serves to illustrate some of those qualities for which my friend was 
5. A. remarkable   B. infamous   C. eminent  . I will endeavour in my statement to 6. A. avoid    
B. escape   C. quit  such terms as would serve to limit the events to any particular place, or give a 
7. A. key   B. trace   C. clue  as to the people concerned. 

We were residing at the time in furnished lodgings close to a library where Sherlock 
Holmes was 8. A. making   B. pursuing   C. committing  some laborious researches in early 
English charters – researches which 9. A. stemmed   B. led   C. leapt  to results so striking that 
they may be the subject of one of my future narratives. Here it was that one evening we received 
a visit from an 10. A. associate   B. accomplice   C. acquaintance , Mr. Hilton Soames, tutor and 
lecturer at the College of St. Luke's. Mr. Soames was a tall, spare man, of a nervous and             
11. A. excitable   B. exciting   C. excited  temperament. I had always known him to be restless in 
his manner, but on this particular 12. A. opportunity   B. occasion   C. incident  he was in such a 
state of uncontrollable 13. A. suspense   B. thrill   C. agitation  that it was clear something very 
unusual had occurred. 

"I trust, Mr. Holmes, that you can spare me a few hours of your 14. A. valuable   B. dear   
C. worthless  time. We have had a very painful incident at St. Luke's."  

"I am very busy just now, and I 15. A. demand   B. desire   C. request  no distractions," 
my friend answered. "I should much prefer that you called in the aid of the police."  
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Section Two: CLOZE TEST – The Sentences 

Directions: Read the sentences below and for each one circle the letter (A, B, or C) of the word 
or phrase that best suits the space. Mark your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 
16.    You cannot really ………….. Helen for not wanting to get involved. 

A. accuse                               B. blame                         C. charge 
 
17.    You are under no ………….. whatsoever to give me an answer now.  

A. requirement                     B. duty                         C. obligation 
 
18.    I personally believe that you can ………….. of their full support.  

A. be sure                               B. count                         C. rely 
 
19.    The ………….. are against my horse winning a second gold medal in the races.  

A. bets                               B. opportunities                    C. odds 
 
20.    The idea for the crime novel ………….. from a short trip to Venice. 

A. sprang                                 B. leapt                         C. traced 
 
21.    The retail group ………….. all three competitors for space in the new shopping centre.  

A. outbid                         B. outnumbered                    C. outlived 
 
22.    ………….., I could have tried harder but I still do not think all this criticism is fair.  

A. Conversely                         B. Admittedly                         C. Particularly 
 
23.    Windsurfing is perfectly safe provided you use some ………….. sense.  

A. common                               B. ordinary                         C. usual 
 
24.    Of course there is some truth in all this, but only up to a ………….. . 

A. degree                 B. extent                     C. point 
 
25.    Jonathan is ………….. of reducing his audience to stunned silence.  

A. likely                               B. capable                         C. able 
 
 
 
Section Three: ERROR IDENTIFICATION  

Directions: Each sentence below contains an error in grammar or usage. The error is contained 
in one of the underlined parts of the sentence. For each sentence, circle the letter (A, B, C or D) 
of the underlined part that contains the mistake. Mark your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 
1. Abraham Lincoln, that wrote the Gettisburg address, was perhaps the most gifted politician, 
         A       B                   C 
 the United States of America have ever had in their history. 

D  
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2. The first two women general in American history were named to US Army by President Nixon  
    A        B                     C 
    in the year 1970. 
   D  
 
3. Rip Wan Winkle, the main character in a story was published by Washington Irving, slept  
                  A        B                  C 
    for twenty years. 
    D  
 
4. The chief attraction of Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum is Rembrandt, who’s paintings adorn many 
    A          B                        C 
    of its spacious halls. 
       D 
 
5. Painters can be quite resourceful: some use the palette knife for to apply paint directly to  
                A                  B                              C        D 
    the canvas. 
 
 
 
 

Section Four: TEXT COMPLETION WITH DETERMINERS AND QUANTIFIERS 

Directions: For each gap in the text write ONE word – an article, determiner or quantifier (e.g. 
the, a, this, these, some, any, no, all, little, a little, few, a few, many, much, a lot, both, each, 
neither, either, other, etc.) – that best completes the meaning. You may not need to add anything 
in some of the gaps. Write your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 

SHARKS 

Most people think of a shark as being a large, ferocious fish that has sharp teeth and feeds 
on 1.) ………… kind of meat it can get. But in 2.) ………… truth a shark can be one of over 370 
different types and range in size from the whale shark, the largest of all fish that measure up to 
forty feet long, to the smallest shark, the spined pygmy shark that only grow to a length of about 
six inches.  

Sharks are found in 3.) ………… types of oceans including 4.) ………… Arctic, but most 
are found in warm seas. 5.) ………… prefer the spacious ocean depths, others are found in 
coastal waters, several enter rivers and lakes that empty into the sea, and one species found in 
India and Pakistan lives only in freshwater rivers.  
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Section Five: SENTENCE COMPLETION  

Directions: For each sentence below choose the word or expression that best completes its 
meaning. For each sentence, circle the letter (A, B or C) of the word or expression that you have 
chosen. Mark your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 
1.    They met in an old house, ………….. basement has been converted into a chapel.  

A. who                               B. whose                         C. which 
 
2.    There are only but ………….. days left until the end of the school year, so we’re all very 
busy getting ready for the exams.  

A. fewer                               B. few                          C. a few 
 
3.    They had been invited to a Hindu wedding and were not sure what happened on …………..  
       occasions.  

A. so                                  B. such                         C. some 
 
4.    She decided to travel alone, ………….. she had been warned.  

A. even though                        B. however                         C. in spite of that 
 
5.    Dozens of new shopping centres ………….. round the country now. 

A. are being constructed      B. are constructed             C. are constructing 
 
 
 

Section Six: SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION  

Directions: Transform each sentence below beginning with the word given. Preserve the 
meaning of the original sentence. Write your answers on the Answer sheet. 
 
1. Everyone believes that the criminals ran out of the country after the robbery. 

The criminals are believed ……………………………………………………………………… . 
 
2. The children had wanted to go to Disneyland for ages. 

The children had been looking ….……………………………………………………………… . 
 
3. Each day Barbara finds it a little easier to live alone. 

Barbara is slowly getting ……………………………………………………………………..… . 
 
4. It was not necessary to wash the dishes. But thanks all the same. 

You needn’t …………………………………………………………………………..…………. . 
 
5. Provided you are not allergic to fish, I’ll cook fish pie. 

I’ll cook fish pie as ……………………………………………………………………………… . 
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Part Four 
WRITING 
 
Directions: Write an essay of about 200 – 220 words on ONE of the following topics. Comment 
drawing upon your own experience, observations or reading. Write your essay on the Answer 
sheet. 

1. Some people think that you can tell a person’s character by the music they listen to. To 
what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? What is your personal 
experience? Have you ever misjudged someone on the basis of their musical tastes? 

2. Describe your best friend. Why do you get on so well? What qualities do you look for in a 
friend and which are the most important? 
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Part Two 
READING COMPREHENSION 

Section One          Section Two 

1. A    B    C 

2. A    B    C 

3. A    B    C 

4. A    B    C 

5. A    B    C 

6. A    B    C 

7. A    B    C 

8. A    B    C 

9. A    B    C 

10. A    B    C 

1. ______ 

2. ______ 

3. ______ 

4. ______ 

5. ______ 

 
Part Three 
USE OF ENGLISH 
 
Section One: Cloze Test – The text 

1. A    B    C 

2. A    B    C 

3. A    B    C 

4. A    B    C 

5. A    B    C 

6. A    B    C 

7. A    B    C  

8. A    B    C 

9. A    B    C 

10. A    B    C 

11. A    B    C 

12. A    B    C 

13. A    B    C 

14. A    B    C 

15. A    B    C 

 
Section Two: Cloze Test – The sentences  

16. A    B    C 

17. A    B    C 

18. A    B    C 

19. A    B    C 

20. A    B    C 

21. A    B    C 

22. A    B    C  

23. A    B    C 

24. A    B    C 

25. A    B    C 

 

 
Section Three: Error Identification 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 
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Section Four: Text Completion with Articles & Quantifiers 

1. ______ 2. ______ 3. ______ 4. ______ 5. ______ 
 

Section Five: Sentence Completion 

1. A    B    C     

2. A    B    C     

3. A    B    C     

4. A    B    C     

5. A    B    C     

  

 
 
Section Six: Sentence Transformation 
 
1. …………….………………………...………..………………………....................... . 
 
2. ………………………………………...…………………………………………..... . 
 
3. …………………………………………………………...………………………….. . 
 
4. ……....…………………………………………………...………………………….. . 
 
5. ....…………………………………………………………………………………… . 
 
 
Part Four 
WRITING  

Topic 1  /  Topic 2  (Please underline to indicate your choice.) 
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