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REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH    2010 

Group Five 
 

PART TWO : Reading Comprehension 
Directions: Read the text below. Then read the questions that follow it and choose the best answer 

to each question – A, B, C or D. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

As Billy was packing his bags to leave Brussels, he looked at the piece of paper. Honorable discharge, 

he read. He smiled wryly as he slipped the document into a stiff envelope. Don’t believe everything 

you see in print. 

 The next piece of paper he put into the envelope was a letter from his father. His father was 

happy that he had decided wisely about the army and unhappy that he had decided not to come to 

Chicago, although he understood the attractions of Europe for a young man. Chicago could wait for a 

year or two. There was news about his mother. She was directing a picture. His father believed Billy 

should write and congratulate her. Of all things, his father added, one of the leading actors in the 

movie was Billy’s cousin, Wesley. A sullen boy, at least in his opinion. The Jordashes took care of the 

Jordashes, his father wrote. A pity he, Billy, was not on better terms with his mother. 

 The next thing Billy put into his bag was a Spanish-English dictionary. A Belgian businessman 

with whom he had played tennis and who was involved in building a complex of bungalows at a place 

called El Faro, in Spain, with six tennis courts, had offered him a contract for a year as a tennis pro. 

The idea of Spain was attractive after Brussels and it was no contest against Chicago, after all; the only 

thing he did well was play tennis and it was a clean and well-paying job, in the open air, so he had said 

yes. He could stand some sunshine.    

 The last piece of paper was undated and signed Heidi. It had been in an unstamped envelope that 

he had found in his mailbox the night before. ‘Had to depart suddenly. Understand you are not re-

enlisting. Leave forwarding address, although I am sure I can find you. We have unfinished business 

to attend to.’ 

 He did not smile as he read the letter and tore it into small pieces and flushed it down the toilet. 

He did not leave a forwarding address.  

 He took the train to Paris. He had sold his car. Heidi knew it too well, make, year, license 

number. Who knew how many people had its description and might be looking for it on the roads of 

Europe? 

 He could buy a new car in France. He could afford it. There was a modest but sufficient legacy 

waiting for him in the vault in the bank on the corner of the Avenue Bosquet in the 7
th
 arrondissement 

in Paris. 

 

     *  *  * 

‘Cut,’ Gretchen said, and the day’s shooting was over. The last scene had been shot in front of a 

dilapidated mansion that now had a false façade and a fake lawn leading to the street. In the scene, 

Wesley and the girl who played his sister had had a violent argument about the way Wesley was 

leading his life. It had taken all day to shoot.  

 After the first days, during which Wesley had been stiff and trying to hide his shyness about 

playacting in front of so many people, he had caught on to what was wanted from him – his Aunt 

Gretchen had taken him aside and told him not to try to act – and had begun to enjoy the whole affair. 

Gretchen had told him he was doing very well, although she had said it in private, with nobody else 

around to hear her. But he had learned she was not a lady who lied.  
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 Gretchen allowed him to use the name Wesley Jordan. After all, his father had used the name 

Jordan professionally before him, so he had half a claim to the title. Originally, he had allowed himself 

to be cajoled into taking the job mostly because he was getting three thousand dollars for a month’s 

work, which would mean he could pay Alice back what he owed her and wouldn’t have to depend on 

his uncle to get to Europe, but now he found himself eager to get on the set each morning, even when 

he wasn’t due for any scenes himself. The entire business fascinated him, the expertness of the camera, 

lighting and soundmen, the devotion of the actors, the calm but firm way in which his aunt ran 

everything. According to Frances Miller, the girl who played his sister and who was only about 

twenty-two but had been in show business since the age of fourteen, not all movie sets were like that 

by a long shot. Hysteria and temper were more often than not the order of the day, and she’d told 

Wesley that she’d take Gretchen as a director any time over most of the men she had worked with.  

 Frances was a beautiful girl in a funny, wild way, freckled, her eyes wide and deep in her sharply 

angled, moody, youthful face. Wesley was dazzled by her beauty  and by the idea that she had chosen 

him. He would never have dared make the first move himself. It had not yet occurred to him that he 

was an extraordinarily handsome young man. When strange women stared at him, he had the uneasy 

feeling that somehow he was doing something wrong or that they were disapproving of the way he 

was dressed. 

 Frances was married to a young actor who was in California where she ordinarily lived. Wesley 

tried to forget about the husband. As far as Wesley knew, nobody in the company had any inkling of 

what was going on between him and the leading lady. When they were in public she treated him as 

though he were in fact what he was in the movie – a younger brother. 

 
(Adapted from ‘Beggar Man, Thief’  by I. Shaw) 

 

 

1.  Billy smiled wryly because: 

A. he was leaving for Brussels. 

B. his military duty was over. 

C. the document of discharge contained an overstatement. 

D. he had received his document of discharge. 

 

2.   The statement that the Jordashes take care of the Jordashes implies that: 

A. Wesley owed his acting career to his aunt. 

B. Billy should take care of his mother. 

C. Wesley and Billy are relatives. 

D. Billy’s father will help him with his plans. 

 

3.  Billy had accepted the Belgian businessman’s offer because: 

A. the man owned six tennis courts in El Faro. 

B. he hoped to make a lot of money. 

C. he was attracted by the climate in Spain. 

D. he could do nothing better than play tennis. 

 

4.  While reading Heidi’s message, Bully remembered that: 

A. he should leave a forwarding address  

B. they used to be together for a while. 

C. she had an urgent matter to attend to. 

D. she was going to join him later on. 
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5.  Billy had sold his car:  

A. because he enjoyed travelling by train. 

B. to avoid being followed. 

C. because he could afford to buy a new one. 

D. to change his lifestyle. 

 

6.  The shooting of the last scene wouldn’t have taken so long if: 

A. Wesley had been an experienced actor. 

B. Wesley hadn’t quarreled with his partner. 

C. the set were not in such a bad state. 

D. Gretchen hadn’t interrupted his acting. 

 

7.  Wesley’s performance improved dramatically when: 

A. he managed to hide his shyness. 

B. he played with nobody else around. 

C. he learned to trust his aunt.  

D. he stopped trying to act so hard. 

 

8.  What most fascinated him about his new job was: 

A. the money he would get for a month’s work. 

B. the chance it gave him to pay off an old debt. 

C. the competence of the people involved in shooting the film. 

D. the chance it gave him to become independent.  

 

9.  The expression “by a long shot” used in this text implies that: 

A. something is  much quicker. 

B. something is much better. 

C. something is much cheaper. 

D. something is nearly the same. 

 

10.  Deeply in love with Frances, 

A. Wesley was unaware of his own dazzling appearance. 

B. Wesley didn’t mind her being married to an actor in California.  

C. Wesley found other women’s attention embarrassing. 

D. Wesley believed that no one else knew about their affair.  

 

 
PART THREE: Use of English 

Section One: CLOZE TEST 

Directions: Read the text below and for each numbered gap choose the letter (A, B, C or D) 

of the word or phrase that best suits each space. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

His steps were heavy as he approached the lawyer’s office and the bright sunlight made 

him sweat  1. A. uncomfortably  B. inadmissibly  C. imprudently  D. inconveniently  . 

 The lawyer had his office in his own house, in two of the old  2. A. unassertive  B. shy  C. 

humble  D. timid  buildings now turned into a single exquisite mansion, where once the fishermen 

who sailed out of Antibes had lied, but which,  3. A. revised  B. converted  C. reformed  D. 
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reverted  and modernized, now were owned by people who had never 4. A. hurled  B. flung  C. 

cast  D. tossed  a net or 5. A. pulled  B. drawn   C. dragged  D. towed  an oar.  6. A. contradictory  

B. contrary  C. reverse  D. different  to established economic doctrine, Rudolph thought, the rich 

follow the poor, not the other way around. At least to the good spots the poor have  7. A. 

accidentally                  B. coincidentally  C. casually  D. opportunely  found, where they in times 

past had been the first citizens of the town 8. A. displayed  B. revealed  C. exposed  D. exhibited  

to pirates, enemy fire and erosion. 

 The lawyer’s office was 9. A. impressive  B. expressive  C. impressionable        D. 

expressionist , the walls lined with calf-bound legal books, the furniture elegant, dark, 10. A. 

lighting  B. gleaming  C. blazing  D. twinkling  with wax, the wide window opening on a view of 

the sea that 11. A. punched  B. slammed  C. banged  D.  lapped    gently the rampart walls. The 

lawyer was an old man, but straight and as elegant as his  12. A. conditions  B. habitat  C. 

surroundings  D. situation  . 

 ‘I have considerable news for you,’ the lawyer said when Rudolph had 

13. A. seated  B. sat  C. deposited  D. rested  himself across the great polished desk from him. He 

opened a drawer,  14. A. bowed  B. inclined  C. bent  D. curved  a little, produced the passport and 

pushed it gently across the desk towards Rudolph. ‘The police have found Danovic. They 15. A. 

insured  B. assured  C. affirmed  D. secured  me their interrogation was vigorous. Unfortunately, 

while he has a police record of previous arrests for various crimes, he has been 16. A. recharged  

B. dismissed              C.  expelled   D. discharged  each time without going to trial. Besides, his 

alibi has    17. A. stood up  B. proved  C. confirmed  D. justified  . He was in Lyon all the day, 

having his teeth fixed. The dentist’s records are 18. A. worthy  B. certain  C. irrefutable   D. 

authoritative  .” 

 ‘That means what?” 

 The lawyer 19. A. shrunk  B. shrugged  C. shook  D. shoved  . ‘That means that unless the 

police can prove that the dentist had lied, or that Danovic had accomplices whom he conspired 

with 20. A. to perform   B. to fulfill  C. to commit  D. to conduct   the murder, they cannot arrest 

him.’ 
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Section Two: ERROR IDENTIFICATION 

Directions: Some of the sentences below contain an error in grammar or usage. Others are 

correct. The error, if any, is contained in one of the underlined parts of the sentence. For each 

sentence, circle the letter (A, B or C) of the underlined part that contains the mistake. If there 

is no error in the sentence, mark answer D. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

 

1. They were used to stand up in the pilot house at all hours of the night; at sea or in  

      A       B 

      port, you could hear them talking below.  No error. 

   C            D 

2.  The question whether the Sun is at the center of the solar system has been hotly debated    

            A                                B                                                       C 

     for thousands of years in the past.   No error. 

            D 

3.  There was a brass ship’s lamp in the window of the antique shop that attracted her.  

             A 

 She would like to take it home with her; only she remembered that she had no real  

    B        C 

 home.   No error.    

                       D 

4.  ‘This is the way my father should have felt  a hundred times in his life,’ Wesley  

     A       B 

       thought as he lay on the bare floor of the cell into which he had been thrown.  

         C 

       No error. 

            D 

5.  The restaurant manager moved from one table to another and asked the customers  

       A 

       softly if they were served properly by the newly-employed staff.   No error. 

   B    C     D 

 

6.  He is not a communicative boy. They are going to keep him unless he doesn’t reveal  

   A    B    C 

      his motive for attacking the man in the bar.   No error. 

       D 

7. The truth is I can’t struggle anymore. I’m out of room to maneuver. There’s no use  

         A  

       to pretend I can hold down a job anymore.   No error.  

 B       C    D 

8.  Suppressing a sigh, I asked Jack if he had considered to send all the papers to the  

            A       B 

       lawyer, who was to have them attended to.   No error. 

                C  D 

9.  Dr. Rudy was a psychiatrist famous in Hollywood circles  with his unconventional  

                 A               B 

      past-life therapy.   No error. 

            C                          D 

 

 



 6 

10.  He wore a roomy shirt and baggy pants, looking ridiculous, like any white man 

                A                 B  

       trying to dress like a hippie, twice more ridiculous because he was forty-eight.  

                   C 

       No error. 

            D 

 

Section Three: ERROR CORRECTION 

Directions: In the text below, some of the lines contain an error in grammar or usage. Other 

lines are correct. For each line, find and underline the part that contains the error, if any, 

and, then in the dotted space, write the correct form of the underlined part. If there is no 

error, mark X in the space. No line contains more than one error. Mark your answers on the 

answer sheet. 

 

Example: 

 

0. There was a bus waiting outside the driveway to the garage.   …X… 

00. The shadows of three men waited besides it,     ..beside.. 

1. and their flashlights went on as we approached.    ………….. 

2. Gellhorn said with a low voice, ‘I’ve got the old fellow. Come on. ………….. 

3. Move the truck up the driveway and let’s be started.’   ………….. 

4. We moved slowly up the driveway with the bus following.             ………….. 

5. ‘It’ll go not inside the garage. The door is too small.    ………….. 

6. We don’t have buses here. Only private cars.’    ………….. 

7. I could hear the rumbling of the cars inside when we still were  ………….. 

8. ten yards from the garage. As we had stepped inside, the lights   ………….. 

9. went up automatically. Gellhorn didn’t seem to bother              ………….. 

10. by the car noise, but the men looked quite uncomfortably.  ………….. 

  

Section Four: PARAPHRASE 

Directions: Transform the sentences in bold type following the instructions and choosing one 

of the suggested structures – A, B, C or D. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

1. Mrs. McCauley was an American woman, who had married an Englishman, and 

  after her husband’s death continued to live in England. 

Begin with “Mrs. McCauley was an American woman, who had married an 

Englishman, and …”  and choose among: 

A. since having been a widow continued to live in England. 

B. on being left a widow continued to live in England. 

C. after being a widow continued to live in England. 

D. left as a widow continued to live in England. 
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2. Gloria displayed immediate signs of improvement when she heard of the 

 impending trip to London.  

Begin with “Gloria displayed immediate signs of improvement…” and choose among: 

A. when heard of the impending trip to London.  

B. when told of the impending trip to London.  

C. when was told of the impending trip to London.  

D. been told of the impending trip to London.  

 

3. She was so young that she wasn’t frightened when she saw the lion in front of 

her. 

End with “… when she saw the lion in front of her..” and choose among: 

A. She was too young to frighten herself  

B. She was young enough to frighten 

C. She was too young to be frightened 

D. She was very young to frighten 

 

4. After the dolphin had submerged the child withdrew her nose from the edge and 

  faced her mother. 

End with “… the child withdrew her nose from the edge and  faced her mother.” and 

choose among: 

A. It wasn’t until the dolphin had submerged that…  

B. After submerging the dolphin… 

C. After the dolphin had been submerged… 

D. No sooner had the dolphin submerged and…  

  

5. Before leaving for the USA, Winston made arrangements to have his business 

take care of itself for a month or so.  

Begin with “Before leaving for the USA, Winston made arrangements…” and choose 

among: 

A. for his business to take care of itself for a moth or so. 

B. his business taking care of itself for a month or so. 

C. for his business being taken care for a month or so.  

D. his business’s care of itself for a month or so. 

 

6. Although the spectacle before her was exciting, she turned instantly away to 

 greet the Browns. 

End with “…, she turned instantly away to greet the Browns.” and choose among: 

A. Despite the spectacle before her was exciting, … 

B. No matter how exciting the spectacle before her was, … 

C. Very exciting as the spectacle was before her,…  

D. However exciting was the spectacle before her, … 
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7. The Museum announced a special children’s program which was to show some    

   rare scientific exhibits. 

Begin with “The Museum announced a special children’s program in which …” and 

choose among: 

A. were going to show some rare scientific exhibits. 

B. some rare scientific exhibits would show. 

C. were to show some rare scientific exhibits. 

D. some  rare scientific exhibits were to be shown. 

 

8. Most children hardly bothered to return for a second helping, but one girl in her 

  middle teens sat quietly on a bench waiting for a third. 

End with” …but one girl in her middle teens sat quietly on a bench waiting for a 

third.” and choose among: 

A. Few children bothered to return for a second helping,… 

B. A few children didn’t bother to return for a second helping,… 

C. Few children were bothered to return for a second helping,… 

D. Quite a few bothered to return for a second helping,… 

 

 

 

9. To Gloria at that moment, another human being was nothing more than a 

 nuisance. 

Begin with” To Gloria at that moment, another human being was…” and choose 

among: 

A. all but a nuisance. 

B. no nuisance at all. 

C. more than a nuisance. 

D. but a nuisance. 

   

10. In science fiction it is not uncommon for robots to be built with a surface of  

synthetic flesh.  

Begin with” In science fiction it is not uncommon…” and choose among: 

A. that robots have to be built with a surface of synthetic flesh. 

B. to have a robot built with a surface of synthetic flesh. 

C. robots to be built with a surface of synthetic flesh. 

D. for robots to built surfaces of synthetic flesh. 
 

 

PART FOUR: Writing 

Directions: Write an essay (250-300 words) on ONE of the following topics. Comment 

drawing upon your own experience, observations or reading. Use your answer sheet. 

 

1. ‘Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go.’  

 Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

2. ‘It's better to have loved and lost, than to have never loved at all.’ 

 Alfred Lord Tennyson 



 9 

ММИИННИИССТТЕЕРРССТТВВОО  ННАА  ООББРРААЗЗООВВААННИИЕЕТТОО,,  ММЛЛААДДЕЕЖЖТТАА  ИИ  ННААУУККААТТАА  

REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH - 2010 

Group Five 

ANSWER SHEET 
 

 

 Part Two: Reading Comprehension 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

 

Part Three: Use of English 

Section One: CLOZE TEST 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 
 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

11. A    B    C    D 

12. A    B    C    D 

13. A    B    C    D 

14. A    B    C    D 

15. A    B    C    D 

16. A    B    C    D 

17. A    B    C    D 

18. A    B    C    D 

19. A    B    C    D 

20. A    B    C    D 

 

 

Section Two: ERROR IDENTIFICATION 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Section Three: ERROR CORRECTION 

1. and their flashlights went on as we approached.    ………….. 

2. Gellhorn said with a low voice, ‘I’ve got the old fellow. Come on. ………….. 

3. Move the truck up the driveway and let’s be started.’   ………….. 

4. We moved slowly up the driveway with the bus following.             ………….. 

5. ‘It’ll go not inside the garage. The door is too small.    ………….. 

6. We don’t have buses here. Only private cars.’    ………….. 

7. I could hear the rumbling of the cars inside when we still were  ………….. 

8. ten yards from the garage. As we had stepped inside, the lights   ………….. 

9. went up automatically. Gellhorn didn’t seem to bother              ………….. 

10. by the car noise, but the men looked quite uncomfortably.  ………….. 

 

Section Four: PARAPHRASE 

 

1. A    B    C    D 

2. A    B    C    D 

3. A    B    C    D 

4. A    B    C    D 

5. A    B    C    D 

6. A    B    C    D 

7. A    B    C    D 

8. A    B    C    D 

9. A    B    C    D 

10. A    B    C    D 

 

Part Four: Writing  

Topic 1  /  Topic 2  (Please underline as appropriate to indicate your choice.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


