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МИНИСТЕРСТВО НА ОБРАЗОВАНИЕТО, МЛАДЕЖТА И НАУКАТА 

 

REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH   2010 

Group Two 
 

Part Two: READING COMPREHENSION 
Directions: Read the text below. Then read the questions that follow it and choose the best 

answer to each question – A, B or C. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

      I have forgotten the places we went to, but I have not forgotten the excitement of those 

mornings. I remember how I ran down the stairs because the lift was too slow. He was always 

waiting in his car, reading the paper. When he saw me, he would smile and say, “Well, how is the 

companion this morning? Where would you like to go?” 

      If we had driven round in circles, I would not have cared. I was happy to sit next to him, to be 

alone with him. But the time always went too quickly. There was a clock in the car. I could not help 

looking at it as we drove along. 

     “If only we could keep our memories like scent in a bottle,” I said one day. “And then we could 

open the bottle when we wanted to remember the moment again.” 

      “And what moment would you like to keep?”  Maxim said with a smile. 

      “I am not sure,” I began. Then I said quickly, “I’d like to keep this moment and never forget it.” 

      Maxim laughed. I suddenly felt very young and very silly. 

     “I wish,” I said angrily, “…. I wish I was a woman of about thirty-six. I wish I was wearing a lot 

of make-up and had expensive clothes.” 

      “You would not be in this car now if you were like that,” he said. 

      “Why do you ask me to come out in your car, day after day?” I said. “I’m young, I know 

nothing. I am not an interesting person at all. You know all about me now. I have told you 

everything. But I know nothing about you, nothing – except that you live at Manderley and … and 

that your wife is dead.” 

      I had said the words, at last. Your wife. Your wife. He would never forgive me. I shall never 

drive with him again, I thought. He slowed down the car and stopped by the side of the road. Then 

he turned to me and spoke. 

     “A little while ago, you said you wanted to keep your memories. For me, it is different. All my 

memories are unhappy. I want to forget them. Something happened a year ago that changed my 

whole life. I want to forget everything that happened to me before that time. That’s why I came to 

Monte Carlo. If you had not been here, I would have left long ago. I ask you to drive with me 

because I like you. I enjoy your company. If you don’t believe me, you can get out of the car now.” 

       I sat very still. I could not speak. I could feel the tears coming into my eyes. “I want to go home 

now,” I said. 

       Without a word, he started the car and we drove on. The tears began to run down my cheeks. 

Suddenly Maxim took my hand and kissed it. Then he gave me his handkerchief. I wiped my red 

eyes. I had never felt more alone. 

        “To hell with this,” he said and put his arm round my shoulders. “You are so young, I don’t 

know how to speak to you. Forget everything I told you. Let’s start again. My family always call me 

Maxim. I’d like you to call me that too.” 

           I smiled then, and he laughed back at me. The morning was happy again. The afternoon with 

Mrs Van Hopper did not matter. I could look forward to tomorrow morning and the morning after. I 

could call him Maxim. He had kissed me. 

 
                                  (Adapted from “Rebecca” by Daphne du Maurier) 
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1. The narrator and Maxim had 

A. a long relationship. 

B. just met each other. 

C. known each other for a little while. 

 

2. The narrator was running, because she 

A. was late. 

B. wanted to arrive first. 

C. was excited. 

 

3. The narrator and Maxim were 

A. in love.   

B. spouses. 

C.  strangers.  

 

4. They spent their time  

A. driving in circles. 

B. going to different places. 

C. walking in a leisurely way. 

 

5. When they were in the car she 

A. couldn’t see the clock. 

B. looked at the clock all the time. 

C. didn’t look at the clock. 

 

6. The narrator was 

A. a young woman. 

B. a woman of about thirty-six. 

C. an elderly lady. 

    

7. Which of the adjectives can best describe the narrator? 

A. confident 

B. rich 

C. shy 

 

8. Maxim liked the lady 

A. the way she looked. 

B. because she was well-dressed. 

C. because she liked to look trendy. 

 

9. It can be inferred from the passage that Maxim was 

A. a poor man.  

B. happily married. 

C. a widower. 

 

10. After they had a falling-out 

A. she decided to go home. 

B. they made it up shortly after.  

C. they stopped meeting. 
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Part Three: USE OF ENGLISH 

Section One: CLOZE TEST 

Directions: Read the sentences below and for each gap circle the letter (A, B or C) of the 

word or phrase that best suits each space. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

1. The new contact lenses made the woman …………… her eyes much more than usual. 

A. wink   B. blink   C. shade 

 

2. Michael was such a …………… businessperson that he never lost money in any transaction. 

A. nervous   B. well-liked   C. shrewd 

 

3. Her story was so funny that everyone …………… out laughing. 

A. split                        B. burst                         C. broke 

 

4. He ……………. quietly to himself while he was watching the movie. 

A. cackled                    B. chuckled                   C. giggled 

 

5. All teenagers are …………… to eat junk food. 

A. prone                           B. unlikely                      C. used 

 

6. The car speeding down the road ran ……………. a bike left in the middle of the road. 

A. over                           B. on                                  C. along 

   

7. The cake is great, but I’m afraid I really can’t eat anymore. I’m .................... .  

A. full    B. fed up     C. filled 

 

8. John has married Marian? I can’t believe it! You are pulling my …………… ! 

A. toe                                 B. foot                              C. leg 

  

9. The boy felt …………… because he knew that it had been wrong to steal  money from his 

parents. 

A. tempted                           B. awfully   C. disgraced 

 

10. The sunset was so breathtaking that the whole group …………… at it with awe. 

A. gazed   B. peeped   C.  glimpsed 

 

11. The last school …………… I went on was to Vitosha on Sunday. 

A. vacation   B.  voyage                          C. outing 

 

12. As the weather was really bad, we had to …………… off the picnic. 

A. move                       B.  turn                              C. call 

 

13. I badly …………. my ankle when I fell on my way home yesterday.   

A. sprained                       B. strained                          C. pulled 

 

14. We’ll have to use the stairs, I’m afraid. The lift is out of ……………. . 

A. function                          B. work   C. order 

 

15. His favourite …………… is collecting stamps from all over the world. 

A. career                      B. pastime                            C. job 
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16. Sometimes it is very difficult for students to ………….. up to their teachers’ expectations. 

A. live                                  B.  reach   C. stretch 

 

17. He found it hard to get his message …………… to the audience. 

A. across                            B.  around                              C. out 

 

18. His natural intelligence and his experience enabled him to …………… with the problem. 

A. handle                      B. tackle                               C. cope 

                  

19. Before beginning classes, each student must …………… many forms. 

A. fill into                         B.  fill out                           C. fill up 

 

20. Training programs for the Peace Corps are conducted in the country or region ………. the 

volunteer will serve. 

A. where                          B. which                     C. that  

 

21. I decided to go to the party on the spur of ……………… . 

A. the minute                          B.  the time                       C. the moment 

 

22. The sales representatives were asked to …………… the figures in their reports before the 

conference. 

A. go over                       B.  go along                       C. go down with 

 

23.  The automobile’s exhaust system ………….. foul-smelling fumes. 

A. gave out                          B.  gave off                          C. gave away 

 

24. Before taking such a test, one had better ………….. one’s  vocabulary. 

A. outline                            B. revise                         C. remind 

 

25. It is impossible for parents to ……………. their children from every danger. 

A. shield   B.  relieve                             C. secure 

 

 

Section Two: ERROR IDENTIFICATION 
Directions: Each sentence below contains an error in grammar or usage. The error is 

contained in one of the underlined parts of the sentence. For each sentence, choose the letter 

(A, B or C) of the underlined part that contains the mistake. Mark your answers on the 

answer sheet. 
 

 

1. The rapidly growing importance of computer-based technologies, especially the Internet, 

                      A              B 

     have made English very significant.  

            C 

2. Despite of the fact that he is Russian, he speaks Bulgarian very well as the rest of us do.  

          A                                                            B                             C 

3. Not only does Pete’s apartment need urgent renovation but Susan as well. 

                      A                                 B                                           C 
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4. Last month a prominent American businessman has sacked his own son because of  

                                                                                        A                                     B 

    laziness, as well as incompetence and dishonesty. 

                       C 

5. It is important to be realistic but it is worth taking some time to think what is your reality. 

                               A                                           B                                                      C 

 

 

 

 

Section Three: SENTENCE COMPLETION 
Directions: For each of the sentences below, choose the word or phrase (A, B or C) that best 

completes its meaning. Mark your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

1. There are several means ………….. latitude and longitude. 

A. we determine   B. to determine               C. in determining 

 

2. I’m sure it’s a safe investment. There is no point …………… about it. 

A. to worry   B. in worrying   C. for worrying 

 

3. Mrs Smith came half an hour late last night. She …………… caught in the rush-hour 

traffic. 

A. must have got                  B. had to be   C. might be 

 

4. The professor accused the student …………… in the test. 

A. of having cheated  B. to have cheated  C. in cheating 

 

5. She thought she heard him …………… along the passage. 

A. to be going   B. go    C. to go 

 

6. It didn’t take me long to …………… eating rice when I lived in China. 

A. get used to   B. be used to   C. use to 

 

7. Times change and so ….………… . 

A. are we    B. we    C. do we 

 

8. She insisted on …………… more slowly. 

A. my walking   B. me to walk       C. I to walk 

 

9. German researchers claim …………….. a death mask of William Shakespeare which 

is not only genuine but contains some of his eyebrow hairs. 

A. to have been discovered      B. to have discovered       C. to discover 

 

10. If John hadn’t been invited to the party, he …………… here now. 

A. won’t be   B. wouldn’t have been C. wouldn’t be 
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Section Four: SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION 

Directions: Complete the second sentence so that it is as close as possible in meaning to the 

first one. Write your answers on the answer sheet. 

 

1. I would like her to meet them at the airport. 

I’d rather ……………………………………………………. . 

2. She’s never met such a wonderful person before. 

Never before………………………………………………….. . 

3. My parents didn’t want to discuss this matter. 

My parents avoided …………………………………………… . 

4. They are taking good care of all their affairs. 

All their affairs…………………………………………………. . 

5. She is very busy and yet she is always kind and friendly. 

Despite…………………………………………………………… . 

6. You aren’t hungry now because you had breakfast. 

If…………………………………………………………………… . 

7. You ate all your meal but it wasn’t necessary to do so.  

You……..…………………………………………………………. . 

8. I am not going to watch this soap opera anymore. 

This is the last…………………………………………………….. . 

9. Everyone says he was one of the most successful playwrights. 

He is………………………………………………………………… . 

10. “Would you mind doing my job while I am away?” she asked me. 

She asked…………………………………………………………… . 

 

 

 

Part Four: WRITING 

Directions: Write a composition of about 120 – 150 words on one of the following topics. 

Write your answer on the answer sheet. 

 

1. What is your favourite town or city? Why do you like it? Write an account of 

the most attractive part of the town. 

 

2. What is the funniest thing you have ever seen or heard? Describe this 

amusing event and tell why you thought it was funny. 
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ММИИННИИССТТЕЕРРССТТВВОО  ННАА  ООББРРААЗЗООВВААННИИЕЕТТОО,,  ММЛЛААДДЕЕЖЖТТАА  ИИ  ННААУУККААТТАА    
 

REGIONAL OLYMPIAD IN ENGLISH - 2010 

Group Two 

ANSWER SHEET 
 

Part Two: Reading Comprehension 
1. A    B    C 

2. A    B    C 

3. A    B    C 

4. A    B    C 

5. A    B    C 

6. A    B    C 

7. A    B    C 

8. A    B    C 

9. A    B    C 

10. A    B    C 

 

Part Three: Use of English 
Section One: CLOZE TEST 

1. A    B    C     

2. A    B    C     

3. A    B    C     

4. A    B    C     

5. A    B    C     

6. A    B    C     

7. A    B    C     

8. A    B    C     

9. A    B    C     

10. A    B    C     

11. A    B    C     

12. A    B    C     

13. A    B    C     

14. A    B    C     

15. A    B    C     

16. A    B    C     

17. A    B    C     

18. A    B    C     

19. A    B    C     

20. A    B    C     

21. A    B    C     

22. A    B    C     

23. A    B    C     

24. A    B    C     

25. A    B    C     

 

Section Two: ERROR IDENTIFICATION 

1. A    B    C     

2. A    B    C     

3. A    B    C     

4. A    B    C     

5. A    B    C     

  

 

Section Three: SENTENCE COMPLETION 
1. A    B    C     

2. A    B    C     

3. A    B    C     

4. A    B    C     

5. A    B    C     

6. A    B    C     

7. A    B    C     

8. A    B    C     

9. A    B    C     

10. A    B    C     
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Section Four: SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION 

 

1. …………………….………………………...………..………………………....................... . 

 

2. ………………………………………………...…………………………………………..... . 

 

3. …………………………………………………………………...………………………….. . 

 

4. ……………....…………………………………………………...………………………….. . 

 

5. ………....…………………………………………………………………………………… . 

 

6. …………....…………………………………………………………………………………. . 

 

7. …………...………………………………………………………………………………….. . 

 

8. ……………..……………………….……………………………………………………….. . 

 

9. ………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

 

10. …………………………….…..…………………………………………………………… . 

 

 

Part Four 

Writing  
 
Topic 1  /  Topic 2  (Please underline to indicate your choice.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


